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TO ITHE 


Ricur Honourasreg 


RACHEL 


Lady RUSSELL, 


MAD AM, 


Can be at no toſs for inducements to prefix Tour Lady- 
ſhip's Name to this Diſcourſe. I know the SubjeCt 7s 
grateful to You: nd if I only give you the occaſion 
hereby, of revolving in Tour mind this ſublime con- 
text, Tow will entertain Tour ſelf from it, with more en- 
lnged, and exalted thoughts, than this Diſcourſe , eſpeci- 

ally confined wit hin ſo narrow Limits, cu ſuggeſt. 
ind Tour Ladyſhip knows ſo much of the incomparable 
Queen, that Yu can the more eaſily believe the _ I 
reton Tou, Madam, agreat Frequenter of that Aſſembly 
wove, 10 which She is now adjoyn'd. Ton have, teſides the 
eater \ttraQtives that are common to all ſerious Chriſtians, 
: very peculiar One, to draw Tour Mind often thither. 4 
|omt» Root with You is there by Tranſplantation: And 4 
Noble Branch, from Touboth, and in whom Two Illuſtri- 
vus Families meet, is, under Tour Care, ſhooting upwards 
A 2 alſo. 


alſo. All indeed that have true honour for Him, will eg. 
reftly covet He may be long Serviceable to the moſt valy. 
able purpoſes, in. this world; and that, by the Bleſſing of 
Heaven upon his approaching Nuptials, ( with One from 
whom may be expected, all that ſo | and tender a Bud now 
beginning to open, can promiſe ) He may, in due ting, 
ſpread forth many Branches, that may flouriſh here: Bu i 
is to be hoped He will be found to have a Greater Mind, thay 
can be confined to ſo low, and little a thing, as this Earth is, 
The thought may much the better be digeſted, that Terre. 
ſtrial Nuptials, will ſome time end in Funerals; if once, 
by God's preſcribed methods, it can be made certain tous alſq, 
that thoſe Funerals (ball end in Celeſtial Triumphs. 
Your Ladyſbip's Eyes ( which better ſerve for Heaven 
than Earth) being, obſervably, much direted upward, nill 
give aim and direction to theirs, who depend upon you, to 
look the ſame way; and withal, draw down from thence con- 


tinual Bleſſings upon Tour ſelf and them, Which is theſe 
rious Deſire and Hope of, | 


M A D AM, 
Your Ladyſhip's, 
Moſt Obedient and 
Obliged Humble Seryant, 


Joun Hovt 


Hes. 12. 23. latter part. 


— And to the Spirits of Fuſs Men made 
perfect, 2 


ET me invite back your Eye to the foregoing 
[ Words that are in nearer Connection with 
theſe. 

Verſ. 22. But ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unts 
the City of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and 
10 an innumerable Company of Angels. 

Verſ. 23. To the general Aſſembly, and Church of the 
Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven, and to God the 
Judg of all, and to the Spirits of Fuſt Men made perfett. 

We have had this laſt Week a publick Solemnity, that 
was becomingly Great and Magn:ticent, upon a tad and 
mournful Occaſion, the /:/# 4A& of a doleful Scene that 
hath laſted many Weeks. You know I have taken no- 
tice to you (my nſual Hearers) ol the jirſt and ſaddeſt, 
the leading part 1n this Tragedy, once and again: Nor 
would I have thi laſt to pals us, without ſome inſtru- 
dive Obſervation and Remark. It will the more inſtrut# 
us the leſs it detains us; or if only taking a due (not, I 
mean, a ſlight and too haſty, but yer a tranſient) notice 


. of it, we be prompted by it to look forward, from what 
was i its own kind moſt deſervedly Great, to what is 1n- 


comparably Greater iz 4 more excellent kinda. 
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In ſuch a Funeral Solemnity, tor ſo Great and Excellent 
a Perionage, there is what may moſt fitly extertain « 
while, there 1s not that which ought finally to terminate, 
a Wiſe and a Tudicious Eye. 

Honours done to the Memory of Great Perſons de. 
ceaſed, have by the Wiſdom cf all Nations been counted 
Decerccies, and even Debts ; when eſpecially the deceaſed 
have been ſometime, and mizht have been much longer, 
pablick Bleſſings : Then ind.ecd it 1s that ſuch Res are 
molt titly (as they are uſuzliy) called Juſta. 

But we are too prone to be taken only with the meer 
Pomp of fuch SpeFFacles, and which is the Infirmity of 
our to2-degenerate Spirits, to be wholly poſlels'd with 
Phancitul Ideas; as thoſe were intimated to be which 
were from a SpeQticle of the ſame common kind, tho on 
a very diverſe Occaſion , by that elegant Expreſſion, 
PETR MOV porrzoing, ſuch as do but amule our Imagina. 
tion a while, but muſt of courſe vaniſh, and cannot ſtay 
long with us. But we need that ſomewhat greater, 
and too latent to ſtrike our Eye, ſhould another way en- 
ter, and teach our Mind; making ſuch Impreſſions there, 
as may claim an abode, and that ought to remain, and 
dwell with us. 

You read of a very ſolemn Funeral, Gen. 5o. The 
whole Countrey into which the March was made, was 
amu»>'d at the State and Greatneſs of that mournful C4 
valcade, wherein ? is fail, wv. 9. there were Chariots and 
Horſemen, even a very great Company. 

That which you have many of you fo lately ſeen, and 
no doubt all of you heard of, was a mo# auguf Funeral 
Solemnity ; ſuch as whereof leſs concerned, foreign Spetta- 
tors might ſay, as the Canaamtes by miſtake did of that, 
V. 11, This # a grievous Mourning to the ze | 

cy 
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They were indeed antiently the moſt celebrated 
Moucners for ſuch as died frony amongſt them, in all 
the 'V-rld, in reſpect of their Funeral Rites, and of 


their Monuments for the Dead, of which they are ſaid to Diod. Sic. 


have taken more care than of the Habitations of rhe 
Living ; - accounting #heſe they were to inhabit only a 
ſhore time, but thoſe they reckon'd their «is; tunes, 
their eternal Habitations. An Imagination, which how 
wild ſoever it were of the Habitations of Soxls, (which 
only could be ſuppoſed capable of being pleaſed with 
them) yet imply'd their Belief of their Immortality, 
whereof ſome have (groundleſly) thought them the 
trſt Aſſertors. = 

But the Canaanttes were, as was intimated, miſtaken 
in apprehending that to-be chiefly an Egyptian Mourn- 
ing. The true Iſraelites (thoſe that were ſuch indeed) 
were the true, concerned Mourners. The Father of 1/- 
rael was dead: As now with us, the Mother. A Politi- 
<ul, thonot a Natural, nor merely an Oeconomical one. 
A Mother, not in the narrower and more'minute, bur 
in the larger and moſt noble Senſe, not of a ſingle Fami- 
þ only, but of Nations. 

The Egyptians afſiſted to make up the Shew in that 
Mourning, but were probably the prepared (as their Po- 
ſterity were the aive) Inſtruments of the Slavery and 
Miſery of that People, with whom they were now 
ſeeming Sharers in Lamentation. 

Ours was a Mourning not leſs grievous than theirs : 
\ Nor more grievors than juſt to the Engliſh Nation, i. e. 

to. whom the Soz/ and the Genius are together native ; 
tint are not of an Egyptian Spirit. Unto which, as things 
happen, (to its Power, or to its Impotency) there 15 a r4- 
atcal, innate Diſpoſition, either to make S/aves, or to be 

2 ſuch. 


oF" 


Herod. 
Eucerp, 
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Plin. Pa- 
neg. 


Prov. $5.22. 
Sen, Trag- 


Eccl, 7. 4» 


Chap. 2+ 2, 


ſuch. There is a ſort of People (as was once ſaid) born 


to Slavery, to whom it is a Birthright. They have it is 
their Natares, and no other State, as he moſt aptly ſpake, 


1s agreeable (or becoming) to rhem, Quos non atcet eſſe 


niſi ſervos. They know not what to do with Liberyy, 
any more than that filly Creature that us'd to haunt the 
Dunghil, with the Pear/. Therefore they can but ſy. 
tably value the Reſtorers and Aſſertors of it. No Irons 
can be heavier, or leſs tolerable ro them, than a generous 
and a Chriſtian State of Freedom. Therefore if none elſe 
will do them the kind Office, to put them into geptler 
Shackles, they grow 1o annatarally cruel, as to ſhackle 
themſelves in the 1gnobleſt fort of Bondage : They are 
held in the Cords of their own Sins, and make the Chain 
whereby they are to be dragg'd, 

Brutiſh Appetites and Inclinations are 'to them fe. 
verer Taskmaſters than it can ever be in their Power to 
become to others. They can themſelves, at the utmoſt, 
but domineer over other Mens Externals ; but theſe have 
ſ{ubdu'd their Wills, and tyrannize in their very Minds, 

Thus 'tis with them 1n relation to their Governing, 
and their being Governed : And their Policy and Religion 
come both our of the ſame Mint. 

To them this Seaſon of Sorrow is a time of Feſtivity 
and Laughter; who, when they have ſuffered a more 
monſtrous Transformation themſelves, can eaſily turn 
the Houſe of Mourning into that of Mirth, The wiſe 
Man tells us what fort: of People they are whoſe Heart - 
is 1n this /atter Houſe ; and what is to be thought of 
ſuch Mirth and Laughter. And indeed without a {cri 
ous Repentance (by which Men do reſjpiſcere, or become 
wiſe) theirs 1s like to prove the Sardonick Laughter, a 
certain Prelude to Death and Ruine. 


But 


4 
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But *cis to be hoped this fort of Men Yo dwindle into 
2 not-much-regardable Paucity. The Current of the 
Nation runs againſt chem, which muſt turn and con- 
rain them to fall in with it, For, 

We had upon the late ſad Occaſion a Panegyris, We 
find that Word in the introduttive Part of the Text ; 
2nd tho it is more commonly apply'd to a Multitude ga- 
thered on other Occaſions, it diſagrees not to that order- 
ly great Concourſe on that mournful Occaſion, a Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, that is 4 National One, met, then, on pur- 
poſe to mourn : a Nation aſlembled, and mourning in 
their Repreſentative. It was decent it ſhould be ſo. A 
Loſs ſo National, 10 general a Sorrow, were with no 
Congruity, otherwiſe, to be reſented and expreſs'd. Our 
Mourning was therefore by all the Eſtates of the King- 
dom, the Head only mourning with greater and more 
decent Majeſty in Retirement, or being (as is uſual in 
folema Mournings) hid, and covered on that Day. So 
was the whole Legiſlature concern'd in that Sorrow, as if 
it were ordained by Statute, or as if our Mourning were, 
25 that for an excellent Prince alſo, (2 Chron. 35. 25.) 
by an Ordinance in our Iſrael: And as if our Tears and 
Lamentations were, as before they were, by Merit, to 
be alſo made due by Law! Death march'd in State and 
Triumph that Day : The Kjng of Terrors took the 
Throne, and fIlPd thet Part which it had made vacaat, 
having pluck'd away from thence not only ſo baight an 
Ornament, bur fo glorious an Inſtrument, in our Go- 
verament : And all the Orders of the Realm, as Captives, 
attended the Chariot of the Conqueror. England had 
lot its Delight, its pleaſant Comelineſs, and even half its 
Soul, . Nothing could correſpond to ſuch a Caſe, but a 
National Groan, as of an half-expiring Kingdom, n_ 
almolt 
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almoſt, to breath its lait, and give up the Ghoſt. 

It muſt be confeſs'd, our jult Tribute to the Memor 
of our admirable Queen can never be ſaid to be tully 
paid ; nor can this Diſcourſe leave out occaſional Re. 
flections that may be of this Import. ' But my preſent 
Defign is to endeavour our Minds may be draws up. 
wards, and to make that Improvement of this moſt in. 
ſtructive Providence unto which this choſen Text will 
diret. Not to entertain you with her Charader and 
Praiſes, (for it is the ſame thing to charaQterize and to 
praiſe her) that Part is performed in divers excellent 
Diſcourſes, which I have read, as I believe many of you 
have, and I hope with Pruit as well as Approbation, 
and (as there is Cauſe) with great Admiration of the 
Divine Goodneſs, that ſo illuſtriouſly ſhone forth in her, 
and that vouchſafed, fo long, to entruſt the People of 
England with 0 rare a Jewel, whoſe Luſtre was yet ex- 
cecded by its real Vertues. By which alſo we may make 
our Eſtimate of the Diſpleaſure wherewith it is ſo ſoon 
withdrawn, and caught away from us, ſo as to enter- 
tain the Age (as our Divine Herbert) with 


—— A Mirth but open'd, and ſhut up #ain— 


A burning and a ſhining Light, (for ſo ſhe alſo was 1n a 
true Senſe, and in her proper Sphere) i» the Light where 
of we rejoiced but a Seaſon. 

But every ſuch Providence hath its dark Side, and its 
bright. View it downward, as it looks upon us whore- 
main beneath, and we behold Blackneſs, aud Darkneſs, 
and an horrible Tempeſt. Such a State of things we may 
tear our Queer hath left unto us who ſtay below, while 
we do ſo. | But look we upon it upwards, whither ſhe 


is aſcended, and whither we are profeſſedly tending, and 
are 
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are in ſome ſort come, if we be Followers of them, who 


thorow Faith and Patience have inherited the Promiſes ; 
and we find 'tis to Mount Sion, and unto the City of the 
liviaz God, the heavenly Jerulalem, azd to an innumera- 
ble Company of Angels, to the General Aſſembly, and 
Church of the Firſt born, which are written in Heaven, 
and to God the Tudg of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfeff. And hither, that we may fetch In(truQi- 
on out of Terror, out of the Eater Meat, and Life out 
of Death, let us bend and apply our ſelves. 

We have had a mournful ſad Solemnity and Aſſem- 
bly, tho decently pompous and great : Exgland's Glory 
ciad in Sables, and glittering in a Gloud. But now let 
us lift up our Eye, and endeavour it may penetrate 


| through this Darkneſs, and behold the glorious SpeQta- 


cle which this Context preſents us with. 
Funeral Solemnities, even for pious and holy Perſons, 


* andthat were of greateſt Uſe in the World, are dull and 


gloomy SpeQacles, if they are only conſidered in their 
Rerroſpetion, without Proſpe&, or if they only folem- 
nize their Exit, out of thu World of ours, but be un- 
derſtood to have np reterence to their Aſcent and En- 
trance into the Regions of Immortality and Bliſs above, 
And, without this, we ſee our ſelves outdone by the 
Exyptians theraſelves, with whom their Funeral Appa- 
ratw had reference toa ſubſequent Immortality. 

Theſe Words are allufive, and promiſcuoully refer, 
partly tothings known and famous among the Greeks, 
but are more principally accommodate to theſe Chriſtian 
Iſreelites, or Hebrews, to whom they are wit, and (in 
a heme of Speech, familiar and well known to them) 


ave Reſpe& to their Paſſage out of Egypt (as the 3d 


and 4c Chapters of this Epiltle alſo have) towards the 


Land 


s 
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Land of their promiſed Inheritance, whereof the Re 
mains of their venerable Anceſtor and Head, holy J- 
cob, or Iſrael, had, by Divine Inſtindt and DireRion 
in that mentioned ſolemn Funeral Proceſſion, been won, 
vey'd before, to take a fort ot Typical and Prophetical 
Prepoſſeſſion of it for them. 

'They arc in the whole a Figure, an Allegory, which 
is expounded, Gal. 3. In their way to their Terreftri. 
al Canaan, this People come ro Mount Sinai. The 
Emblem of their Jewiſh Church-ſtate, under rigorous 
Severities, which zhcy were to pals from, and (o ſhall 
we. The Text expreſſes what they were come, and 
were tending, to. 'The Repreſentation whereof hath 
a double Reference i»termediate to the State and Conſti- 
tution of the Chriſtian Church, and final to the Heavenly 
State : The former being both a Reſemblance, and ſome 
Deeree of the latter, 

Ye are come (faith he) to Mount Sion] the Seat of 
the Sacred Temple, the Shechinah, the Habitation of the 
Divine Preſence, not ambulatory, as the Tabernack 
was, while they were journeying through the Wilder- 
neſs, but the fixed Reſidence of the Eternal King, where 
the Order of Worſhip was to be continued, to the Ful. 
neſs of time, as afterwards in the Chri//zan Church it 
was to be permanent, and unchang'd zo the end of time; 
and in the Heavenly State unalterable and eternal. And 
here in oppoſition to the caſe at Mount Sinai, where the 
People were to ſtay beneath the Mount, ( whereas they 
were to go up tothe Houſe of God on Mount Sion; they 
are now to aſcend, and be higher than Heaven ; as their 


Heb.7. 26. plorious Head and Lord is ſaid to be. 


To the City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
to ſignify the Vicinity wherein God will have his Peo- 
pie 
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l, And this Paſſage inay alſo look. back upon their former. 37% 

1 State.:: whereas they had heretofore-nothing but-M/;/der- 19, ibia. 

al neſs, they bad now-a-Gizy. To which-thar allo agrees, 
Heb. 10. 16, Their earlier Progenitors were Wanderers 

i and Strangers even. in. Canaan it (clf, but now God had 

repared for-them a Ciry in. the Heavenly Canaan, as be- 

e fore he did in the .Earrbly. But leſt. their Minds (bould 

D ſtay in the external Sign, he lets them, know he means 

l the heavenly Jeruſalem, i.e. the'C hriſtien Charch, which 

d was the Kingdom of Heaven begun; . and Heaven it 

j felf, as being that Kingdom, 'in its final and conſummate 

| Nate. | | 

7 To an innumerable Company of: Angels | won, which 

c tho in the ſingulay it apices a definite Number, hejrtg F 
here put plural may well he underſtood. to ſignify inde- 

f finitely a numberleſs Mulcizude-: or whereas ſome ſeletf- 
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; Conſeſſms of all Orders ot 6/eſſed $pirits; which, as it 
de” Joe Canbrwdd 
; to be more frequented and ſolemp at ſome, and whither 
: | | any may reſort, as quick as the Glance of an Fye or a 
'Þ \ They: and. perhaps do at appointed Seaſons, fo as 
/ O mA 


| to the appointed times, at which there was a Reſon 
from all Parts of Judes to Jeruſalem; and, as in the 
C TA Chriſtian 


A Diſcourſe on the Death 


Chriſtian Church, are, at ſet Seaſons, more numerous and 
ſolemn Aſſemblies. Here may allo be an Alluſion to 
the Panathenaica, the more general Conventions of all 
the People of Athens, upon ſome ſolemn Occaſions, 
whic, were wont to be called Tzwywges. Theſe can be 
referr'd to but as faint Reſemblances and Shadows (whe- 
ther they were the Jewiſh or the Grecian Aſſemblies) of 
this Univerſal Convention, that fills the vaſt Expazſe of 
Heaven ; in compariſon whereot not only this little 
Earth of ours, but the whole Yorties td Wiick tt fe 
longs, can be conſidered but as a very minute Spot or 
Point. The Inhabitants that people thoſe immenſe, pure 
and bright Regions in their Grand ſtated ſolemn Aſſem- 
bly, make the Term to which Holy Souls, aſcending 
from among us, are continually coming. And here 
with what ineffable Pleaſure muſt theſe pure Celeſtial 
Intelligences, all EIPd with Light, Wiſdom, Life, Be- 
nignity, Love and Joy, converſe with one another, 
behold, reverence, love, worſhip, and enjoy their $c- 
vereign Lord, diſplaying his Glory perpetually before 
them, and making his rich immenſe Goodneſs diffuſe it 
ſelf, and flow in Rivers of Pleaſure moſt copiouſly 
among them ! 

The Church of the Firſt-born written in Heaven.] Theſe 
all conflitute but one Church, of whatſoever Orders thoſe 
bleſſed Spirits are. And they are all faid to be Firſt 
born. "The Church here meant conſiſting only of ſuch, 
in whom the Divine Life, or the holy living Image of 
God hath Place, they having all the Privileges which did 
belong to the Firſt-born ; the Inheritance, the Principe 
tity, and the Prieſthood : For all God's Sons are alſo Heirs, 
Rom.8.17. And they are all zwade Kzngs and Pricf 
Rev, 1. 16, having, all, their Crowns, which —__ 
ca 


and Funeral of our late Que x, 


TI 


calt down before the Supreme King : And their Employ- 
ment being perpetual Oblation of Praiie, Adoration, and 
all poſſible Acknowledgments to him. They are all of 
excellent Dignity, and every one exrol”d, ſo rhat none 
have a Place there, by Over-ſight, Caſualty, or Intruſion. 
We muſt here underſtand an Alluſion to what Citizens 
need not be told, the known Cuſtom of regiſtring ſuch 
25 were Civitate donati, Or made Free. 

And to God the Fudg of all.) This may have reference 
to that Office of the Fadz in the Olympick Concertations, 
to whom it belong'd to determine who were V;#ors, 
and to whom the Garlands or Crowns were juſtly due. 
Here the Privilege is, that they whoſe Caule is to be 
tried, are ſure of righteous Fudgment, and that they may 
approach the enthroned Majeſty of Heaven it ſelf. 
None of them are deny*'d Liberty of Acceſs to the Throze 
of Glory Above; as in the Chriſtian Church none are to 
the Throne of Grace Below. 

And tothe Spirits of Juſt Men made perfeit.] This 
ſhews they all make but one Church : Even ſuch Spirits as 
have dwelt in Fleſh being received into the Communion 
of thoſe whoſe dwelling never was with Fleſh. And, in 
the mean Time, thoſe that yer continue 1n theſe low 
Earthly Stations, as ſoon as the Principles of the Divine 
Life have place in them, belong, and are related to that 
Glorious Community ; for they are ſaid to be already come 
thereto, and all together compoſe but One Family. For 
there is but one Paterfamilizs, of whom the whole Fami- 
ly in Heaven and Earth is ſaid to be named, Ephel. 3. 15. 

Now for the Encouragement of Chriſtians unto a 
faithful Perſeverance through all the Difficulties of this 
their preſent coofliting, imperte& State, is this glori- 


ous Repreſentation made of the bleſſed Iſſue their La- 
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bours and Sufferings ſhall have at laſt, Whither they 
ſhall be gathered at the finiſhing of their Courſe, and 
how Goa- like, how worthy of Himlelt rhe Exd fhall be, 
into which he will run up all Things, when the Stare of 
Probation. and Preparation is over with his iatglligent 
Creatures, and the fable, permanent, cternal State comes 
to take -place, which, becauſe it is final, can admit 
no more Changes, and 'becaule it is perfeet, can wo more 
need any. Hither Chriſtians-are ro come, and in-'fome 
Senſe, the Sincere are-faid ro be.come already. 


And now upon this part of' the Term of their Ac- 
ceſs, viz. that they are come to [the Spirits of the Ju 
wade perfet?)] we areto ſtay a while, and ſhall conſider, 


I, Fhe PerfeQtion the Spirits of the Fuft do finally 


arrive tO 4x their future State. 


Y. In what Senſe, Sincere Chriſtians, #n their 
preſent State, can be ſaid to be.come to them, 
who are ſo made perfeR. 


« 

E. For the former of theſe, we may eaſily admit thi 
bring made perfett to be an Agoniftical Phraſe, as ſome 
of great Note and Worth have expounded it; and unto 
which that in the Beginning of this Chapter, of running 
the Race ſet before w (qd. the Way laid out between 
the Lines on each Hand) doth plainly lead us. But it 
Mould hereupon be remote from us to think, that a 
meer relative. Dignity, or any externel Honours, are tl6 
Things we muſt principally underſtand to be conferr'd, 


or-which theſe Adept mult be xow thought to have ob- 
tain'd.. *Tis a reel, inward, ſubjettive Perfelfion, of 
wing 
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which they all become mot excellent C reatwes, that muſt * 


be chiefly meant. | 
Perfeftion taken 1n the Moral Senſe, doth, in the Lan- 


gnage of the Holy Scriptures, contain a threefold Gra»: 


dation. 
Fir#, At the loweſt, Sincerity ; as when our Saviour 


ts tO that Querilt, Mat. 9.21. if he would be 


ef, to ſell all ke had, and give to the Poor, following. 
kim, with the ExpeQtation of no.other Recompence 
but of a Treaſure in Heaven, If a Man's Soul be not in 
1 Diſpoſition to comport with ſuch Terms, upon a ſuffi- 
cient ignification of our Lord's Pleaſure, that he ſhall 
ww doſo; or if at any Time this be the Caſe, that he 


muſt either forgo all this World, and even Life it ſelf, 


or elſe renounce Chri#. and Chriſtianity, he is not yet in 
a right Poſture rowards hi /aſt End. He hath not taken 
the Lord for his God and beſt Good, his Heart more 
ſtrongly adheres to 7his preſent World, But it he have 
arived h#ther, which is his firſt Step, reſolving upon his 
wee and right End, which he will ſupremely purſue, 
2gainſt whatſoever Competition of leſs valuable Things, 
he is now, 42 the loweft Senſe, perfett, i.e. a reſolved 
thorough Chriſtian. - 


Secondly, An eminent Improvement; greater M:zarity: 


in Divine Knowledg and all other Chriſtian Veztues. As 
when the Apoſtle blaming the flower Progreſs of the 
Chriftien Hebrews, Chap. 5. 13, 14. that they were yer 
ſo untkilfal im the Word of Righteouſneſs, and only capa- 
ble of Mith, got the ſtrong Meat fit for Perſons come to a 
more grown Age, nor had their Senſes as yet well exerci- 
ſed, &e, heexberts them, chap. 6. 1. leaving the firlt 


 Principleg,&f the Chriſtian DoQtrine, 0 go 0x to Per-- 


fetion: © 
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The Third is the conſummate State of a Chriſtian ; (, 
is a perfect Man expounded by being come 10 the meaſur, 
of the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt : That State 1, 
which all Gifts given by our aſcended, conquerin 
crowned Redeemer ; the whole Goſpel, the Apoſtolys 
the entire Miniſtry, the whole Frame and Conſtitution 


the Chriſtian Church, all Evangelical Truths and Inſtity. - 


tions, with whatſoever Illuminations and Influences we 
can ſuppoſe ſuperadded to all theſe, have ultimate and 
final Reference : and the State to which all ſball cy, 
Eph. 4. 8,—12, 13. 1s this moſt perfect State, inre. 
ſpe& whereof the Apoſile ſays of himſelf that he had 
not yet attained, mor was already perfect, Phil. 3. 12, 

I donot reckoa the meer natural Perfettion, either of 
the Inner or Outer Man, to be here neceſſarily excluded; 
but that the moral is chiefly intended, and of that the ul. 
timate, conſummative Degrees, ſtill reſerving room for 
ſuch Additions as will follow the final Judgment. 

And I doubt 'tis not enough conſidered how much the 
Felicity of the future State depends upon ſuch Perfettion 
of the Subject of it. Concerning the Objett of Felicity, 
we are agreed it can be no other than the bleſſed God him- 


| ſelf, the all-comprehending Good, fully adequate to the 


higheſt and moſt enlarged reaſonable Deſires. Burt the 
Contemperation of our Faculties to the holy, bliſsful Ob- 
jeQ, is ſo neceſſary to our ſatisfying Fruition, that with- 
out that we are no more capable thereof, than a Brute of 
the Feſtivities of a quaint Oration, or a Stone of the 


" Reliſhes of the moſt pleaſant Meats and Drinks. That 
Meetneſs which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of Col. 1. 12. Tote - 
CPartakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 1s 
\of no ſmall Importance to our Participation, it ſelf. 


We 
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We are too apt to fill our Minds with Igea's of an 
Heaven made up of external, out-ſide Glories, forgetting 
we muſt have the Kingdom of God within us, hereafter, 
in its perfet?, as well as here 1n its initial State. A King- 
dom that conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, firſt, an univerſal 
holy ReQtitude of all our Powers, then conſequently in 
Prce and Joy. 

The perfect Cure of all the Diſtempers of our Spirits, 
anda confirmed molt perfectly happy Temper, is of molt 
zbſolute Neceſſity to the Blefſedne(s of the heavenly 
State ; and without 1t any imagined external Glory will 
ſignify no more to our Satisfaction, than-rich and gorge- 
ous Apparel can give the delired Content and Eaſe to 


an ulcerous diſeaſed Body ;' or (as the Moraliſt ſpeaks) Pturar. 


a Diadem to an aking Head, a gay Slipper to a pained 
Foot, or a Gold Ring to a ſore Finger, oY 
Let a Soul be ſuppoſed aRtually adjoined to that glors- 
ow Aſſembly, and Church above, that isyet unacquainted 
with God, ſtrange, and diſaffet:d to him, alienated 
fromthe divine Life, (till carnally minded, loving moſt, 
and looking back with a lingring Eye towards this pre» 
ſent World and State of things ; full of Pride, Hayghti- 
nels, and ſelf-magnifying Thoughts ; of Envy, Wrath, 
Hatred, Contentiouſneſs ; of Deceit, Guiletulneſs and 
Diſimulation, fil'd with ravenous Luſts, and inordi- 
nate, inſatiable Deſires after impoſſible Things ; Such a 
vul will only ſeem to have miſtaken irs Way, Place, 
Yate and Company, and can only be a fit Aſſociate for 
Devils and infernal Spirits. Its Condition would be 


| ly uneaſy to it ſelf, and all about it ; the Outrage 
0 


its own Luſts and Paſſions would create to it a» Hell 
nthe midſt of Heaven, and be to it as a thouſand De- 
is, both for Wickedzeſs and for Torment. 

Brt 
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1 Joh. 3.3- 


, . , YT en 
But to give you a Summary of this internal Perfeiigg 


of the Spirits of juſt Men, in their moſt perfe State, | 
cannot give you a fullex and more comprehenſive one than 
is expreſs'd.in.thoſe few Words, -We ſhall be like him, for 
we ſball ſee him as he,ts : Where are two things conjvjn. 
ed, that together exprels the perteA State of theſe bleſſed 
Spirits ; 
Likeneſs to God ; and the 
ion of him. 


And theſe tma are ſo conneQted,as to-admit of a twoſylt 
Reference each to other: Either that this Likeneſs 1 
God be conſidered as a Preperative for the Viſion of him, 
and ſo that the latter Words be.conlidered as an Argument 
of the farmer, viz. that becauſe it is deſigned we ſhall 
live in the perpetual Viſion of God, it is therefore ne. 
ceſlary we ſhould be like him, without whick we can he 
no way capable of ſuch « Sight, or of beholding fo brizht 
« Glory. Orelſe, that the of ms of Gad be perpetually 
produfive of this Likeneſs to him; aud {© thac the lute 
Words be underſtood not only to contain an Argument, 


- whence we may conclude this Likeneſs muſt be, but allo 


to expreſs the immediate Cayſe by which it s. As the 
Form of Expreſſion will admit either of theſe Refergnee, 
foI doubt not the Nature of the Thing will require that 
we take them in both. There could be no ſuch Viſion d 
God as is here meant, if there were not ſome preview 
Likeneſs to him, in our former State. And when, in ou f 
wal State,we are firſt admitted to that heatifick gloriow Vs 
fon, by that means, we may reaſonably underſtand will 
enſue the Perfetion of that Likeneſs. 

Whereof allo it is to be conſidered, that Vifes (whici 


Spoken of the Mind is Kyowledg) mult not only _” 
| { of 
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for a Cauſe, but « Part ; for the Image of God is at firſt 


renewed (and with equal Reaſon muſt be ſuppoſed at col.z.rs. 


laſt perfected) in Kyowleag. 

This Image or Likeneſs of God therefore, if we conſi- 
der the natural Order of working upon an intelligent 
Subjeft, mult, 44 to that Part of it which hath its Seat in 
the Mind or underſtanding Faculty, be cauſed by the im- 
mediate Irradiation of the Divine Light and Glory up- 
on that, and be the Cauſe of the relt, 

But both together are the inherent ſubjeftive Perfeition 
of theſe bleſſed Spirits of the Juſt, and comprehend all 
that belongs to this their moral Perfettion, the latter be- 
ing it ſelf allo virrually comprehended in the former. 

The Viſion of God therefore, gr their perie&t Know- 
ledg of him, with whom they mult ever have moſt of 
all zo do, as the principal Ozjedt of their Fruition and En- 
joyment, muſt be the primary and the /eading thing in 
this their Perfefion : For no doubt it is that Perfettion 
which direQtly concerns their ulcimate SatisfaQtion and 
Bleſſedneſs, which is here intended ; with which their 
eternal Employment is moſt conjunct and complicated, as 
we ſhallatter ſee : They enjoy and adore the ſame bleſſed 
ObjeQ at once, and #1 doing the one, do the other. 

And beſides the Knowledg of him, there muſt be by 
his Beams, and i his Light, (Pl.36.9.) the perfett Know- 
leds of all that it is needtul or requiſite they ſhould know, 
without which, ſince all their Enjoyments in the Hea- 
yenly State muſt be in their firſt Riſe intelleQtual, *twould 
be impoſſible they ſhould ever pertcQly enjoy any thing 
at all. And that thu Perfeition of jult Mens Spirits 
is intended to be ſuramarily comprehended in the Pey- 
feition of their Kjowledg, is more than intimated by that 
Series of Diſcourſe which = find, 1 Cor. 13. 9—12, 

The 
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The Apoſtle comparing rhe ImperfeQion of our pre. 
ſent with the Perfettion of our future State, ſums y 

all in this, that we know now but in part, and that then 
we ſhall know as we are known : But the Perfeition of thi; 
Kyowledg he ſeems more to ſtate in the manner of know. 
ing, than in the extent and compals of the things knogy, 
That in this latter Reſpect it may admit of Increaſe they 
cannot doubt, who conſider the finite Capacity of a crea. 
ted Mind, and the mizhty Advantages we ſhall have for 
continual Improvement, both from the clear Diſcovery 
of things, 10 that bright and glorious Light, and from 
the Receptiveneſs of our enlarged and molt apprehenſive 
Minds. But that State can admit of no culpable Tong 


rance, nor of any that ſhall more znfer Infelicity, than | 


include Sin. 
Therefore now to ſpeak more diftinaly ; 

We take this PerfeQtion of the Spirits of the Juſt to be 
principally meant of their moral Perfeftion, ſuch as ex- 
cludes all Six and all Miſery ; as Morality comprehends 
and connects together Saxitity, the Goodneſs of the 
Means, and Felicity the Goodneſs of the End: the for- 
mer molt direitly, but moſt certainly, inferring the latter. 
If therefore we ſay this is their /inleſs Perfeition, we ſay 
all that the Cale requires. 

In that it is faid to be the Perfetion of Spirits, it 
mult indeed /uppoſe all that natural Perfeftion which be- 


longs to ſuch a ſort of Creatures, as ſuch, in their own © 


kind. But inaſmuch 'as the Specification is added [of 
the Juſt], *cis their moral Perfettion, or moſt perfeitly he- 
ly Refitude, from which their Bleſſedneſs 1s inſepara- 
ble, that ſeems ultimately intended. 

But now whereas this their #/timate Perfeition hath 
been ſaid. to be virtually contained and ſumm'd up is 
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Knowledg, we are hereupon to conlider how this may 
appear to be a compleet Summary of all ſuch PerfeCtion : 
And nothing can more evidently appear if you join to- 
gether 


The wr Matter or Object c of this Knenledy: 


right Manner or Natjure 


x. The true and proper Obje& of 1: mult be, not 
omne ſcibile, but whatſoever they can be obliged G7 555 
cerned to know, or that is requiſite to their Duty and Fe- 
licity ; all that lies within their Compaſs, as they are 
Creatures, that in ſuch a diſtinct Sphere, or in their own 
proper Oraer, are to correſpond tothe Ends of their Crea- 
tion, i.e. to glorify the Author of their Beings, and be 
happy in him. Infinite Kyowledg belongs not to them, is 
not competent to their Nature, nor neceſſary either ro 
their Employment or to their Bleſſedneſs in the heavenly 
State. - Whatſoever Knowledg is requiſite to theſe Ends, 
will be included in this their final Perfeition. 

It is, by the way, to be obſerv'd how this Matter 1s 
expreſs d, made perfeit, which ſignifies our arriving to 
this Perfetion out of an imperfect State. We were crea- 
ted with an original Perfection, ſufficient to a State of 


. Probation. By our Apoſtacy we became ſinfully imper- 


feft : All have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God, 
Rom. 3.23, We have been put upon a zew Trial by our 
Redeemer. Their Perfeftion, who have run out their 
Coarſe, is, by the Grace of God, and by his Methods, 
reſtored, and improv'd to its juſt Pitch. They are zow, 
their Trial being over, ſet in a conſummate Reftituge t9- 
wards the Ends of their Creation, and hereiz are endow- 
ed withall the Knowledg they need, wiz. of ſuch : 42s 
as 10 reference to thoſe Ends they can any way be cui- 
cern'd with. > I Wih 
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With the bleſſed God himſelf rhey are moſt of all con- 
cerned : For him they are eternally to adore and enjoy: 
Therefore that their Perfe&tion ſhould be virtually in- 
cluded in Divine Knowledg, is congruous to the State 
of their Caſe, and to the Language of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which expreſſes their moſt perfe& State by the 
Viſion of God, in the mention'd 1 Johp 3. 2. and Mat. 
5.8. Heb. 12.14, ©c. Which Phraſe is not borrowed 
trom the Sight of the Eye, and transferr'd to that of the 
Mind, at random, or without (moſt probable) Deſign. 
It moſt aptly Ggnifies the great Facility of this Kyow- 
ledg ; that it 15 not toilſom, there is little Labour in it; 
*tis not ſuch as requires great Pains : Ir is but Intuition, 
not a.cautious, wary Ratroctnation, wherein we uſe to be 
very ſolicitous, leſt we draw any zirregular or untrue 
Conſequences. We do wery eaſily, and on the ſudden, 
without Suſpicion, or Fear of Error, only behold what 
is offer'd to our View. --This is a great Perfeion of 
Mind with theſe bleſſed Spirits, to be capable of know- 
iog the greateſt things ſo eaſily, and ſo ſoon, to know, by 
ſeeing. And their Aptneſs hereto is a moral PerfeQtion ; 
tor the- Clearneſs of the Diſcovery infers their greater 
Obligation to attend, and not to divert from what ſhall 
coſt them ſo little. The blefled God's Manifeſtation of 
himſelf in that. brighteſt aud moſt glorious. Light, is not 
only evidently ſuppoſed ; for in his Light only can we ſet 
Light, Plal. 36.9. but it is emphatically expreſs'd in 
the before-mention'd Text, 1 Cor. 13. 12, of ſeeing Pace 
ro Face; which ſignifies, oz his part, gracious Vouchſafe- 
ment, his offering his bleſſed Face to view ; that he hides 
It not, nor turns it away, as kere ſometimes hedoth, in 
juſt Diſpleaſure. And* his Face means even his woſ 
&pnſpicuons Glory, fach as, in this State of. —_— 
"rwou 
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would be mortal to us to behold: For no Man, not {6 
divine a Man as Moſes himielf, conld ſee his Face and live. 
And it ſignifies, on their part, who are thus made per- 
f&, their applying and turning their Face towards hz, 
viz. that they ſee not caſually, or by fortuitous Glances, 
but Ee to Eye, by direct and moſt voluntary Intuition ; 
which therefore, on their part, implies moral! Perfection, 
the Will direQting and commanding the Eye, and upon 
unexpreſſible Reliſhes of Joy and Pleaſure forbidding 
its Diverſion, holds it ſteady and intent, Here our 12+ 
norance of God is culpable, being voluntary, not liking to 
retain him in our Knowledg, Rom. 1. 28. There our 
Knowlede 15 inculpable and ſialels, being choſen, pur- 
poſed, and always, principally, for its woſt proper Ends, 
the perfet Adoration and Fruition of the bleſſed Objett; 
we {o fixedly behold, and ſo earneſtly covet to know. 
'Tis alſo fit to be noted, that the very Fruition of the 
bleſſed God it ſelf, which the holy Zcripture includes in 
our Viſion of him, is not only our very Bleſſedneſs it ſelf, 
but it is owr Duty too. It 1s a thing enjoin'd us, and 
comprehended in that fir/# and great Commandment ; 
Thos ſhalt love the Lord thy (30d with all thy Heart, and 
Soul, and Might, and Mind ,, which, who can pertealy 
do, without a complacential Acquieſcence, and final Reſt 
of their Will in him, as the bef, the moſt perte&, and 
all-comprehending Good? And hereupon, tho we are 
wont to diſtinguiſh our g/orif3ing God, and exjoying him, 
they are moſt maniteſtly coincident, and bur norionally 
aiſtink, For in this our \fruitive Acquieſcence of Will 
in him, ſtands our highefV/, eneration, our moſt prattical, 
molt ſignificant Acknowledgment and Teſtimony concern- 


ing him, as the higheſt, the moſt complear, and moſt 


abſolutely perfe? Good ; in that we ſeek. no further, but 


take. 
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take up our {izal Reſt in him. This1s to give him the 
proper Glory of his Godhead, to glorify him a Goa 
And therefore this being the fulleit Senle of that great 
and ſummary Command, it is only a commanding u to 
be happy. As, on the other hand, the Mzſery of the in- 
telligent Creacure is his greateſt, and molt injurious Inj. 
quity, ay Averſiow of Will trom the bleſſed God, a Te- 


itimony againit liim, as none of the belt Good, and the - 


greatelt Indignity which created Nature can put upon 
him, who 1s Goodaeſs it ſelf. Thus then is the Kyow- 
ledg oi Vifien of God, even as it « fruitive, a moral Per- 
teEtion. - But the divine” Rnowledg, more at large of 
theſe Holy Spirits, though it be principally converſant 
about God, as its nobleit Object, excludes not their ap- 
plying their Minds to other Objects too, according to 
their Concernment with them. And yer, 

2, How aptly this Perfettion is included in ſuch Know- 
leds will further appear, it you conlider the manner of 
knowing, or the ſpecial nature and kin of thu Viſion or 
Kyowleag, viz. that it is not that ſlight, ineſſeitual, meer- 
ly notional, inſipid Rnowlesg, which nuaregencrate Minds 
are now wont to have of the moſt evident Truths, viz. 
that, for inſtance, that God i the mo} ecicellent, the moſt 
perfett, the moſt deſirable, as well 3 the moſt aderable Good; 
which Kowledg, becauſe it anſwers not the true End of 
divine Kyowleag, is called Ignorance : W hereupon they 
are ſaid to be alienated from the Life of God, through the 
Ionerance that is in them, Eph. 4.18. But that Ignc- 
rance 1s paraphras'd by Blindneſs of Heart, 1. 2. a moſt 
pertectly voluntary and choſen. Iznorance, founded in 
Averſion of Will. And elſewhere, Fer. g. 3,,—6. by 
a refuſing to know Goa, a ſaying to him, Depart from ws, we 
deſire not the Rowleds of thy Ways, Job 21. 14. Wixre- 

, upon 
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uj0:1 the Light that ir jn ſuch is ſaid to be very Darkneſs, 


and then how great # that Darkneſs ! Mat. 6. 23. 

This Kyzowleag, or Viſion, now in Perfeition, is moſt 
deeply and inwardly penetrative, efficacious, and tran(- 
forming, admits a Light, which ſpreads ind rransfuſe 
it ſelf through the whole Soul, So tt is, at firſt, in eve- 
ry truly regenerate Spirit ; whereby ſuch an one is be- 
rotten into the Divine Likeneſs; his Image is impreſs'd 
upon it, which, as hath been noted, is ſaid to be rexew- 
ed in Knowleag, Col. 3. 16. So that, as by ſolemn Meſ- 


ſage to the Sons of Men, God is declared to be pure 
Lioht, 1 John 1.5. (This thes # the Meſſage which we - 


have heard of him, and declare to yoy, that God is Light, 
and with him ts no Darkneſs at all.) And as he is the Ori- 
vinal, the paternal Light, the Father of Lights, Jam. r. 
17. ſo they that are born of him are faid to be Light it 
felf, and the Children of Light. Ye were Darkneſs, but 
now are you Light in the Lord, walk as Children of Light, 
Erh.5.8. And they are theretore ſaid, 2s the Sons of 
God, to ſhine 4s. Lights, Phil. 2. 15. (or required to do 
ſo; for the Words bear either Form.) This ſo exerge- 
tical, eficaciows Light, is, in the mentioned Texts, ma- 
nifeltly intended to connote Holineſs, as it doth alſo, 


Rom. 13. 12, which the Antitheſis there ſhews, Works 


4 Darkneſs, and Armour of Light; and in many other 
aces, 

Accordingly the whole, even of Prafica! Relizion 
and Godlizeſs, is in the holy Scriptures expreſs'd by rhe 
Knowleds of God, 2 Chron. 3o. 22. *Tis ſignified to be 
0 its own Nature ſanifying, and inconſiſtent with pre- 
Yalling Sin, 1 Coy. 15. 34. 4» which they that live are 
therefore ſaid to be deſtitute of it, who are alſo upon the 


ame Account ſaid not to have had eny Sight of God ; 
2 Joh s-. 


| 
| 
| 
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3 John v.11. He that ſinneth (the word is 6 »gwonragcy 
a Doer, of Worker of Sin) hath not ſeen God. The 
Light which this Viſion of God receives, muſt, much 
more #n the perfetted Spirits of the Faſt, be ſuppoſed {6 
prevalent and vi&torious, as quite to have chag'd away 
and expelPd all Remainders of this impure Darknek, 
Every ſuch Spirit is, therefore, become, as it were, an 
Orb of pureſt, moſt operative, and lively Light, an jx- 
telletual, and a ſelf-aituating Sun, full of Perwour and 
motive Power, belides mere Light. Whereupon what- 
ſcever this Light and Knowledg diſcovers z+ # fit for ſuch 
a Soni-eo be, it #, and fit for it to do, it can never fail 
to dot. 

Therefore the making of ſuch Spirits perfect, muſt be 
underſtood, in' greateſt part, to conſiſt iz reſtoring the 
Order of their Faculties towards each other ; which was 
broken by the Apoſtacy to that degree, and they ſodehi. 
litated, and become ſo languid, ſo impotent, ' and enfee- 
bled, that neither could the ove PFacnlty lead, nor the 
other follow. Whence Light, even about the moſt pra- 
Qical, and the moſt important Matters imaginable, 
true Notions, right Sentiments, [ignified no more to com- 
mand, to govern, to form and dire& the Inclinations 
and Motions of the Soul, than if, as to all ics Seatiments 
about theſe Matters, you did put falſe inſtead of true, 
wrong inſtead of right, moſt abſurd, moſt impoſſible, in- 
ſtead of moſt congruous, moſt neceſſary. Take, for 
inſtance, the Idea of God. Let it be ſuppoſed to com- 
prehend ' (as every one grants it doth, whether he ac- 
knowledg his Exiſtence or no) all conceivable, all poſſi- 
ble Excellencies ; that it means an ifinite, eternal, ever- 
living, ſelf-ſubſiſting Being, moſt perfettly intelligent, wiſe, 
true, holy, righteous, powerful, and bleſſed ; the Origins 
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of Life, Being, and Bleſfedneſs to the Creation, according to 
the ſeveral Kjnas, Natures, and Capacities of his Crea- 
tures; the Supreme and Sovereign Lord of all, towhom it be- 
longs to govern and diſpoſe of what he hath made ; of moſt 
—_ and abounding Goodneſs and Benignity, moſt toun- 
tiful to the indigent, compaſſionate to the miſerable, recon- 
alable to the guilty, propitious to the penitent, moſt compla 
centially kind , with higheſt delight , to the holy apd the 
good, ſevere only to the obſtznately impenitent and implacae 
ble, that will by no means or methods be reclaimed. 

Take we, again, from hence the Meaſures by which we 
are to judge what ought to be the diſpolitionsand deport- 
ments of his reaſonable Creatures towards him, That they 
be entirely compos'd,,' aud made up of Love, Reverence, 
Humility , Dependance , Devoteaneſs , Subjedtion, Grati- 
tude, and Adoration. Ang ſuppoſe we that, ix the Theory, 
this be, as it generally is, admitted and acknowledg'd as 
the juſ# and molt regular Conſequence of the former. 

And let us again ſuppoſe, That we being made after 
his Image, which iz the Natural Part remains, and is 
ſillcommon to Mankind ; and as to the Moral Part is 
r:for'd 1n all that are-regenerate and born of God. And 
that therefore we ought to loye #xiver/ally all mankind, ta 
wiſh and do well to them, as to our ſ{elyes; and no more 
to injure any man, than we would deſtroy, pull in pieces, 
or offer violence to our own Life and Being. And that 
weought, with a more peculiar delectation, to embrace 
and love all holy and good men, without other diſtinQi- 
on, than as any appear more to excel in goodneſs. 

Our Light about theſe things is lo clear, they are (o lit- 
tle diſputable, and ſo difficult it is to form any argument 
tothe contrary, that few ever {et themſelves, by any ex- 
plicite or formed thoughts, to oppoſe or contend __ 

E them. 
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them. Ttis not (at leaſt, not generally ) ſomuch as at. 
tempted to diſprove them, or aſllert contrary F rintiples in 
oppoſition to them. Therefore that the diſpoſitions and 
common Practice of men do fo little agree with theſe 
Principles, is not that their Notions are herein donbtful, 
but /piritleſs ; their Light is not wncertain, but weak a 
impotent. And hereupon their Knowledge lignifies as lit. 
zle to its proper End, as it their apprehenſions touching 
theſe things were zone at all, or quite contrary-to what 


they are. 

They as much negleCt and ſlight the Bleſſed God, or 
decline to be concern'd with him, as if they dexied all the 
things of him which his [dea contains ; or as if they af- 
firmed all the things of him which it moſt direly ex- 
cludes. They ſhun, they fly from him, as if they thought 
him the Worſt of Beings, while they acknowledge him 
the Beſt and moſt Excellent Good: Diſobey and affront 
him, as if they thought he had zo Right to rule them; 
while they confeſs him the Sovereign Lord of all the 
World. And ſteer their courſe both towards him and 
one another, in as dire&t repugnancy to his Rules, as if 
they thought them all ranvers'd, and that the woſt oppo- 
fite Syſtem of Laws and Precepts were given them by 
ſome undoubted Authority, to regulate all their PraCtice. 

It would amaze a Thinking Man that all this ſhould be 
ſd! That Intelligent Creatures, that the Reaſonable, Lis 
ving, Immortal Spirits of men, thould be ſunk to ſo low 
a Pitch of Degeneracy and Vileneſs! But much more, 
that it being ſo apparently thus, it ſhould be ſo ſeldom re- 
fletted on ! that men are not afraid of themſelves ! that 
they appear nor as ſo many frightful Monſters, each 1n 
their own eyes ! That they conſider not, What are theſe 


Faculties for ? Why have ſuch Notions of Truth in .. 
mind? 
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mind? Why have Ia Wi whereby to chuſe, reſolve, att, 
and be accordingly ? What a diſtorted, miſhapen Crea- 
ture is his Soul of mine? Every thing in/me running 
counter to right and fit | Whatever hath this fatally per- 
verted all their Powers, hath ſtupify*d-rhem too ; ſo as 
not only not to find fault, but to applaud and be well 
pleaſed with themſelves for all this. 

But now ſhall we not take our advantage from hence, 
toconceive and be enamour'd of the ReCQtitude, the amia- 
bleneſs of this moſt excellent State of the PerfefFed Spi- 
ys 4 the Juſt | Now doth Comely Order ſucceed inſtead 
of the moſt Horrid Deformity ; diſtorted Limbs are ſet 
right; the Ligaments and ConneCtion of the diſ-jointed 
Faculties to each other are reſtored ; and whatſoever the 
enlightened Mind (uggeſts as fit and due, preſently obtains. 
No Complaint remains of ſeeing what i better, and doing 
what is worſe ; or that when good ſhould be done, evil ts pre- 
ſent. There is nothing but perte& Regularity, Harmo- 
ny, and Agreement. All things move ſmoothly, and 
with conſtant Equability and Decorum. Right Dittates 
of the /eading Faculty, and ready Compliance of ſuch as 
ae to follow, make with them a perpetual, even, and 
uninterrupted Courſe. 

Likeneſs to God, therefore, in every other juſt reſpeQ, 
certainly enſues, upon ſuch preceding knowledge of him ; 
For the kind and mature of that knowledge being, as it 
ought to be, powerful, vigorous, transforming of the whole 
Soul, and the Will de&tile and compliant ; agreeable im- 
preſſions do moſt certainly take place. As now, behotd- 
ing we are chang 'd, 2 Cor. 3.18. Much more in that 
State where the injetted divine beams are ſo ſtrong, and 
= - the receptive diſpoſition ſo prompt, free, apt 
and Iacue, bs 
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Therefore to be made like God, is to be made perfed, 
according'to the ultimate intendment of theſe words. The 
viſion, Or knowledge of God in the heavenly ſtate, being 
never intended for-idle, ineffeQtual ſpeculation,; as:this 
perfeition 1s not otherwiſe to be underſtood, than with 
reference to the ends we were made for ; that we may be 
immediately capable of, and apt for everlaſting adoration 
and fruition of the bleſſed God, in a joint, and moſt ful 
conſent, and communion, with the General Aſſembly, the 
whole Community of all the bleſſed Spirits belides, whoſe 
eternal work and delizht this -will be. 

This likeneſs to God mult yet be underſtond with ex- 
ception to the Divine Peculiarities, as hath been elſewhere 
{hewn, * (whirther we now refer, only to fave.the 1a- 
bour of tranſcribing.) Inreſpe&tof which Pecw/zaritic: 
alſo, there-muſt be on our part, a correſpondency, i. &. 2 
likeneſs with allowance for neceſlary diſagreement, as be- 
tween a Seal and the #mpreſſion, where what is convexin 
the one, is hollow in the other, and yet otberwiſe like, te. 
correſpondent to each other too. So the caſe is between 
the bleiſed God's. All-ſufficient fulneſs, and our receptive 
emptineſs, between his Supremacy, .and our Swhjettion. In 
reſpe& to other things common to him and-us, with the 
reſt 'of thoſe happy Spirits that .inhabit the Regions of 
lightiand'bliſs, Spirituality it ſelf, Life and Vigour, Know 
ledge, Wiſdom, Holineſs, Love, Serenity , Benigni'y, 
Mercy , Peace, and Joy, there is a wearer reſemblance ; 
theſe things paſſing under the /ame name with him, and 
with.us, but with the #»finite inequality ſtill, of God, and 
Creature. = | ; 

Now if here we-give our ſelves leave to;jpauſca while, 
and contemplate thoſe innumerable multizudes of -pure 


and happy Creatures, perfeCted, or ever perfett y_ 
> 
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that inhabit and repleniſh choſe ample ſpacious Regions 
above, the vaſt (and to us, or to any thought of ours) 
immenſe and endleſs Tras of Light and Glory. Confi- 
der them every.one compoled,and made up of lively Liyhr, 
and Love, as we are told God & !ight, 1 John rt. 5. and 
God # love, chap. 4. verſ. 16. Conlider them all as mof 
intelligent, and kruowing Creatures, even of the molt pro- 
found and hiddews Myſteries, that bere were wont to per- 
plexand puzzle the mott inquilitive mind ; ignorant of 
nothing, or apt to.comprehend any thing, needful, and 
pleaſant ro be known, or lawful to be enquir'd into ; 
curious to know nothing uſeleſs, or unlawful ; moſt per- 
fetly wiſe Creatures, prudent Sages, endowed with a 
ſelf-governing wiſdom ; fo asealily, without a vexatiqus 
ſolicitude, and anxiety, but with a noble freedom , to 
order and command all their Thoughts, Appetitions, 
Attions, and Deportments towards God, themſelves, and 
one another, {0 as never to be guilty of miſtake or error in 
any motion of wizd or-will, Never to omit any thing 7 
its ſeaſon, or do any thing out of ſeaſon. Conſider them 
whether iz: ſolemn Aſſembly (which may be ſtated and per. 
petual by ſucceſſively appointed aumbers for ought we 
know) or diverting and retiring, or faring.to and tro, as 
inclination, with allowance, or command, may gire&t. Yet 
all every where full of God, continually receiving the vi- 
tal, ſatisfying, glorious Communications of the every- 
where preſent, ſelf-manifeſtiog Deity,all full of reverence, 
and moſt dutiful love to the Eternal Father of Spirits, 
his Eternal Son, and Spirit, all form'd into .perperual, 
lowlieft, and molt grateful. adoratign, with highelt de- 
light and -plcaſure, all apprehenſive of their Eapenging 
ſtate, and that.they owe their all. to that Fulnel: which 
filleth. all in all, Every.one.in his own eyes a /e/f-nothine, 
having 
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having no ſeparate, divided Intereſt, Sentiment, Will, or 
Inclination. Every one continually ſelf-conſiſtent, agree. 
ing with himſelf; ever free of all {elf-diſpleaſure, never 
finding any cauſe, or ſhadow of a cauſe, for any angry 
ſelf-retleion upon any undue thought or wiſh in that their 
preſent, perfet ſtate , though not unmindful what they 
were, or might have been, and aſcribing their preſent 
fate, and ſtability, to the Grace of God, and dedicating 
their All tothe praiſe and glory of that moſt Free and Un- 
accountable Grace 3 all well aſſured, and unſuſpiciouſly 
conſcious, with unexpreſlible ſatisfaftion, of their acce 
tance with God; and placing with the fulleſt ſenſe and 
reliſh their very life in his favour. All full of the moſt 
complacential benignity towards one another, counting 
each one's felicity his own, and every one's enjoyments 
being accordingly multiply'd ſo many thouſand.-tfold, as 
he apprehends every one as perfeQtly pleaſed and happy 
as himſelf, | 

Let but any one recount theſe things with himſelf, 
as he eaſily may with far greater enlargement of 
thoughts, many more ſuch things as theſe, and he needs 
not be at a loſs for a notion of this perfect ſtate of the 
Spirits of the Juſe. 

And for further confirmation, as well as for a ſome- 
what more diſtin and explicite conception hereof, let 
it be moreover conſidered, 

W hat was the undertaking and deſign of our Redzem- 
er; to whom the next words dire&s our eye ; and to Jeſw 
the Mediator of the new teſtament, and to the blood 
ſprinkling, &c. He was to be the Reſtorer of thele 
( once.) loſt Apoſtate Spirits; and beſides reconciling 
them to God by his blood, that ſpeaks better things than that 


of Abel, was to impart his own Spirit to them ; and by 
the 
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the Tenour of that New Teſtament, or Covenant, whereof 
he was Mediator, was not only to proeure that their ſins 
and iniquities ſhould be remembred.no more, but that the 
Divine Laws (hould be put ia their minds, and written in 
their hearts, Chap 8. 1c, 12. They are therefore, by the 
blood of the everlaſting coven int tobe made perfet, Clap. 
13. 29, 2t. in every good work to do his will, having all 
tht wrought in them which is well-pleaſing in his ſight 
through Chriſt Jeſus. Now when ſhall he be ſaid to have 
xccompliſh'd his deſign ? Not till every oze be preſented 
perfet# ( Col. 1. 28. ) and faultleſs in the preſence of the 
divine glory ( Jude 24.) Do but conlider what was a 
deſign worthy of ſo great an Undertaker, the So» of 
God; and of his being engaged ſo deeply, of his being 
ſo earneſtly intent upon it, as to become firſt a Max, 
then a Sacrifice to effeft it. 

Conſider his Death and Reſurrettion ; whereia he will 
have all that belong to him: have a ( Conſortium) a par- 
ticipation with him, and conformity to him ; as is large- 
ly diſcourſed, Phil. 3. and hence we are to make our 
eltimate what-is the mark and price of the high calling of 
| God in Chriſt, 12, 14. This can be no other. than final 
| cnſummate Chriftianity ; the Chriſtians high calling i» 
termino ; and which they that are inchoatively perfer# (or 
_ ). mult be /o mizaed as to deſign it for themſelves, 
verſe 15, 

Therefore let me. but tell any man, fo thathe can un- 
Gritand me, what 2rue Chriſtianity, now, is, and he can 
- | fxilme what Feavenis. Ler me tell him, what it is- to 
be a ſincere Chriſtian in this preſent ſtate, and he can tell 
me what it is to be perfe& in the Heavenly tate, The 
I vFiting God's Law in the heart truly, and perfeQly, goes 
towards both. ? 

The 
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The two great Commandments impreſs'd, that are 
both fulſil'd in Love, are of valt compals to this Pur- 
poſe, and -with the certain conmexa, comprehend all; 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, &c, 
And — thy Neighbonr as thy ſelf, &c. What an Heaven 
upon Earth, would theſe two create, reducd to praftice/ 
And when the impreſſion is perfect, What needs there 
more? 

But God knows, men too commonly meaſure their 
Heaven by their Chri/tianity, on the wrong hand; a 
Chriſtianity and an Heaven, both external and foreign to 
them. God deliver me from this ſo palpable and deltry- 
Qtive a deluſion of a Chriftianmity, and an Heaven foreign 
tomy Soul! A Religion, and a Felicity that touch not our 
Minds, that never iwpre/s our Inner Man ; What can 
we be the better for them ? What to be impos'd upon by 
{o abſurd a miſconceit, and ſo repugnant to Scripture ? 
W hich ſo expreſly tells us zhat Glory we are finally to ex- 
peQ, is a Glory whereby we are to be glorified, made gilt 
ri0us, and to be revealed in us, and wherein we are to 
partake with Chriſt, Row. 8.17, 18. OrdidtheSonof 
God put on Man, and ſuffer ſo deeply for us, with a de 

OY ſign upon us, leſs than this? 


But now my work is done ( nor do wy limits allow 
me to enlarge) in reference to the 

24. Head of Diſcourſe propoſed, In what ſenſe (in- 

/ cere Chriſtians may be ſaid to be already come to the Spr 
| rits of the Juſt made perfe&. Enough may be colleCted 
from what hath been ſaid. 


"Tis to be underſtood 


I. In a Relative ſenſe, they are come, they already be- 
0n2 
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long to that General Aſſembly, that Church which the 
Myriads of Angets, and the perfetted ſpirits of the juſt, are 
of. A Local coming none can pretend in this caſe to dream 
of : They are ſaid to be come to the city of the living God, 


' the heavenly Jeruſalem. Such were truly ſaid to be come 


into the very Conſtitution of the Roman Polity, that 
were Civitate donati, admitted Freemen, though they 
lived a thouſand Miles of. 


Id. Ina real ſenſe, by a gradual, but true participation 
of ( the primoraia) the firit, and molt conſtituent Prin- 
ples and Perfettions of the Heaven!y State. | 

And now, if that were the thing .deſign'd, there is a 
moſt Adequate groundwork laid for a true, and the moſt 
ample Encomium of that rare Perſon, our never too deep. 
ly Lamented, nor too highly Renowned Zueen, whoſe 
kunerals drew my thoughts to this Theme, View the 
Perfettions of the Spirits of the Juſt as they were grow- 
ing, and more eminently grown towards their higheſt 
pitch ; and here is our Ground. Do not wonder it is laid 
25 high as Heaven ; for thence they begin, as well as exd 
there. By moſt benign influences from thence, tho the 
plant was ſet oz Earth, they had an early bad, in conceal- 
ment ; but we have ſeen them 6/oſfom in oper view, ſtill 
apiring thitherward ; as there theytare fully blown. Her, 
otherwiſe , Royal Parentage was, thus, incomparably 
more-Royal, The Luſtre'of Her excellent Vertues,: had 
all the advantage, which they could have by dwelling well ; 
3s the Endowments ( what they were ) of a Great 
Prince heretofore, were noted to have had the con'!rary 
diſadvantage, It was common Senſe, not the Foets Au- 


thority, chat could make the Apprehen take place, 
I'hat Vertue is more grateful exerted from a Comely Body. 
F 50 
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S: illuſtrious ar inſiarce would give more countenance, 
than the mo!t -'ronmert ative Philoſophy, tothe Opinion, - 
"That Sexls have a great / ſubordinate ) Agency » form. 
i:;9 their ora 4a: fious. Whici the more one apprehends, 
the leſs credulons he woul.! be of their Original Equality, 
It mult be a very peculizr Genizs, that could ſtainp fo 
izimitable end undeceiving Srizxatures, az appear'd in 
Her Majeſty's woit graceful Countenance, in Her cornely 
Vicen, and Looks, and all Her Deportments. \Whoſo- 
ever ſhould behold the Frick She Inhabited, made up 
of Prlchritude 311d State, mult conclude ſome very Lovely 
and Venerable Inhabitant dwelt there. But nearer ap- 
proaches, diſcover'd fuch Excellencics of the z»dwell; 
Mizd, that Quickneſs of Apprehenſion, that Clearnek 
and Strength of Reaſon , that Solidity of Judgment, 
that CompleiFionate Goodneſs ; The <Up:iz, which that 
Noble Philoſopher ſpeaks of, as the ſeed-plot of Vertues; 
that mult ſoon beget not Corvidion only, but Admiration. 
Such were the Bounties of Nature in the forming a 
rare and excellent Perſon ; but how munificent were the 
Largeſſes of Grace | That Reverexce of the Divine Majeſty 
that appear'd in Her whole courſe, a Life tranſaQted un- 
cer the Government of Religion, Her conſtant care to 
avoid what She thought Sinful, and readineſs to do what 
She j::4z'4 might be Serviceable to the Intereſt of God; 
Her Deteſtatioz: of the profligate Wickedneſs, that She 
knew to be Diſhonourable and O:Fenſfive to Him; and of 
all the Principles that any way ten:'ed thereto ;- Her con- 
tinued Converſation with: God, in the conit:nt- Prattice 
of Religious Duties, and in all the ?'xer-iſcs of Godlinels 
that belonged to Her { moſt beloved and frequented ) 
Cloſet, the Family, or more Solemn- Aſicmbiy ; Her moſt 
compoſed ſeriouſneſs in attendance upon the Worjbip of Gon, 
in 
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in the way which She choſe { and which hat She choſe 
noone could think ſtrange) ; the zarnral, and moit un- 
affetted aryearances hereof, the remotelt from oftentation, 
but which could not quite be hid, nor ought, when iz 
Religious Aſſemblies we are to teſtify we all Worſhip the 
ame God, and that all our Applications, and Addreſſes, 
have one Center above,. and are all to be direQed to one 
and the ſame glorious Object; ualeſs one would have the 
Religion or the Church be allowed the retiredneſs of a 
Cloſet, or reduce joyat, ſocial Worſhip, wherein all are, 
ſome way or other, to expreſs their Unanimity ard Con- 
ſent, unto that which is meerly Solitary and Single. Her 
Aſidzity in Her Religious courſe, the Seaſons, Order, 
and Conſtancy whereof, ſeemed to be Governed by the 
Ordinances of Heaven, that Aſcertain the ſucceſſion of 
dy and night; ſo that what was faid fo long ago of that 
famed Perſon's Juſtice ( and which equally may of Hers ) 
might have a zobler application to Her Religion, That 
one might as ſoon divert the courſe of the Sun, as turn Her 
from Her daily courſe in Religious Duties. This arguzd 
a feady Principle, and of the higheſt excellency, that of 
Divine Love. Any other would have its more frequent 
qualmes and inequalities, The remark was wiſc and 
weighty, concerning the inlincere man, Job 27. 1c. 
Will he delight himſelf in the Almighty > will he 
aways call upon God? That courſe is never like to 
be even, uniform, and continued, that ſfrings riot 
from Love, or is not {weetened by delight arid 
Pleaſure. All theſe are #0 us great Indications of a copi- 
ous Communication of Divine Grace, and that She re- 
ceived not the Grace of God in vain. I cannot here omit 
Her Reverential Regard for the Lord's- Day, which at 
the Hague I hada very 2 Occalion to take notice 
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of. On a Saturday a Veſſel ( the Paequet-Boat ) was 
ſtranded not far from thence, which lying very near the 
Shore, I view'd (happening to be thereabouts at that 
time ) till the laſt Paſſengers were brought (as all were) 
ſafe off. Multitudes went to ſee it, and Her Highneſ 
being inform'd of it, ſaid She was willing to ſee it too, 
- but thought She ſhould nor, for it was then too late for 
that Evening, and Sie reckoned by Monday it would be 
(hiver'd to Pieces, (tho it remaining entire till then, She 
was pleas'd to view it that day.) but She reſolved, She 
added, She would not give ſo ill ay Example, as togo ſee it 
on the Lord s- Day. 

Next to her exemplary Pety towards God, ſhone with 
aſecond Luſtre her moſt amiable Benignity towards men ; 
and peculiarly towards them whom ſhe judg'd Pons, of 
whatſoever Perſuaſion in reſpe& of the Circumſtances 
of Religion. She opened not her mouth, but with Wiſdom, 
and in her Tongue was the Law of Kzzaneſs. She hath 
divers times expreſs'd her Acceptance, Value, and Deſire 
of their Prayers, whom ſhe knew in ſome Modes of Wer: 
ſhip to differ from her ; as one that well underſtood, that 
the kingdom of God ſtands not in leſſer things, but i» 
righteouſneſs, peace, &c and that they who in theſe things 
ſerve Chriſt, are acceptable to God, and are to be approved 
of men, She was not inacceſſible ro ſuch of Her Sub- 
jects, whoſe difſentient Judgments in ſome ſuch things, 
put them into lower Circumitances. Great She was in 
all valuable Excellengies, nor Greater in any, than in 
Her molt Condeſcending Goodneſs. Her ſ:gular Humi- 
lity adornd all theTreſt. Speaking once of a good thing 
which She intended, She added, But of my fat I can ao 
nothing ; and ſolnewhar being by one ( of two more on- 
ly) then preſent; interpoſed, She anſwered, She hoped 
God would help Her.\, , She 
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She is, as the Text ſpeaks, gone to Mount Sion, in the 
hizheſt Senſe of that Phraſe. 

"1nd co ſum ap all, he that will read the CharaQer, 
Tſal.15, and 24 of an Izhabitant of that Holy Hill, will 
there read Her True and moſt Juſt Charafter. Wherein 
[ cann9t omit to take notice, how Sacred She reckoned 
Her Word. I know with whom She hath ſometimes 
conferr'd, Whether, having given a Promiſe of ſuch a 
ſeeming Import, She could conſiſtently therewith do fo 
or ſo, laying, That whatever Prejudice it were to Her, 
She would never depart from Her Word. 

Thele Rich Endowments every way accompliſh'd 
Her for all the Duties that belong'd to Her, whether in 
Her Chriſtian, Conjugal, or Political Capacity. Which 
if we conſider together, the World cannot give an In- 
ſtance for many By-palt Ages, of ſo much loſt out of it 
in One Perſon. When did Chriſtianity loſe fo conſpicu- 
ousan Ornament? A Kjng ſo-DeleQable and Helpful a 
Conſort ? A Kjngdom lo Venerable and Belov'd a Sove- 
reign? For our King, how are we concernd to pray, 
Lord, remember David, and all his Aflitions? And we 
veto hope he hath ſome ſuch ſincere Purpoſes and Vows 
d&eply infixd in his heart, as thoſe ſubjoin'd in that 


Pſalm; which will engage the Divine Preſence with Pra. 132. 


him ; by which, neither ſhall his Preſſures be intolera- 
ie, nor his Difficulties inſuperable ; but his bow ſhall abide 
in ſtremth, and the arms of his hands be made ſtrong, by 
the hanas of the mighty God of Jacob. 

But England, England! How deplorable is thy caſe ! 
In what Agonies ihould every concern'd heart be for 
thee, O England ! In the latter days ( and God grant they 
t not too late ! ) thou may'ſt conſider, That after many 
former, defeated Methods, thou hadſt a Prince ( yea, 
Princes ) 


Gen. 49. 
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Princes) ſtudioully intent upon making thee a Reformed 
Happy People. Isthere now no Caule to fear, leſt it be 
derermined, Let him that is filthy te filthy ſtill, and kim 
that is unjuſt te unjuſt ſtill 

Few can be ignorant of the Endeavours of our myf 
Gracious Lucen to that purpole. And I am perſuaded, 
nothing did more recomme1;d our deceaſed, cxccllent 
Archbiſhop to Her Majeſty, than that She knew Hi; 
Heart to be as Hers, 1n that Delign, viz. Of a Generdl 
Feformation of Manners , that muſt have concern'd v 
Parties ; and without which, ( Icading and preparing 
us thereto) Union, and the Ceſſation of Parties, was lit. 
tle to have been hoped for. And fo far as I could under. 
ſtand, the Attempr of it was as little intended ; being 
otherwiſe not likely tro meet with cither a Bleſing fron 
God, or any ſufficient Diſpoſition to it with Men. Great 
Diſpofitions muſt, with much Gratitude to God, be ac. 
knowledg'd in thoſe who hold that Supreme, and thi 
Subordinate Station, But ſuch a Work is not likely to 
ſucceed, till (by whatſoever Means ) Minds be brought 
to that Temper, that it will ever do it ſe/f. And that Tay 
ſuch Perſons ſhould be remov'd out of them, within not 
much more than a Month's time, is an Awful Umbrage to 
us of a Divine determination, T hat leſs gentle Methods oe 
fitter for ws. And God's Holy Will be done ! 


It is now obvious to any conſidering Perſon, Thatni- 
ny very uſeful Refleftions might be made upon the Text, 
and the Occaſion together. I ſhall ſhut up this preſent 
Diſcourſe with theſe that follow : 


I. It ought to be moſt remote from us to confine 10 


our narrow thoughts, ſincere Religion and Godlineſs t01 
Party 
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Purty diſtinguiſht by /irtle things ; and molt extra-eſſens 
tial thereto. Take we that great Apoſtles Document, 1 
perceive God is no reſpetter of perſons ; and what he ſaid 
of Nations, may not we as aptly fay that of all ſuch Par- 
ties; They that fear God, and work righteonſneſs, are ac- 
repted of him, ACt. 10. 

Let us once learn to reckon ſubſtantial Godlineſs a 
oreater thing, than the uſing, or zot uſing this or that Ce- 
remony. And account, that Faith, Mercy, Þ 0puqrars 
and the love of God, are not to be paſt over for as little 
things, as the tyrhing of mint, anniſe, and cummin. 1 
believe there are few in the World, if they caſt their 
Eyes about them, but might truly ſay (what I thank 
God,l have often thought) that of all owr Parties that ho/d 
the Subſtantial: of Religion, I have known ſome of far 
greater va'ue than my ſelf. Let the being a good Chriſtian, 
ligaify mure with us, than #o belong to x / T1 or ſo — 


ſhap'd, or — figured Church. 


A iVoted Writer among the Ancients brings in one, aj;n. rex. 


ſaying, by way of exprobration to Chriſtians , There is 
Socrates the Prince of Wiſdom, if any among you be ſo great, 
let them: imitate him,. if they can. What Perſuaſion among 
us, can produce a greater Example than we have been 
now conſidering, or more worthy the imiration evez of 
Private Chriſtians ? 

2. The Spirits of the Juſt on Earth arc in a great pro- 
pinquity, and have a near alliance to Heaven. They are 
not there to have the firſt foundations laid of their bleſſed 
{tzte, but are only to be made perfei?. They have in 
them here the firſt Principles, the Elements oi their final 
Weſſedzeſs. Heaven in /ittle. Asthe Acorn contains the 
[ree, or the Embrio the Man. 


3. The 
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3. The Juſt in this World are of the Church in Hea. 
ven. They are come to the General Aſſembly, the Church 
of the Firit-born, &c. All ſincere Chriſtians, whether 
in Heaven or Earth (as hath been noted) make but one 
Family, Epheſ. 3.19. Good God ! Can our /ittle diff. 
rences, here, ſet ugh greater diſtance than Heavez and 
Earth ! The Ob{Ervation is worth conlidering of that 
Wiſe and Noble Perſon. It will be found a matter of great 
moment and uſe, to define what, and of what latitude thoſe 
points are, which diſcorporate meu from the bod; of the 
Church And if any think this hath been done, now, 
lonz ago, let them ſeriouſly conſider with what ſincerity, and 
moderation the ſame hath been performed —— &c. Andit 
it had not been done with de (incerity, and moderation 
in his days, it's much to be doubted whether it have, ſince, 
In the mean time it is to be conſider'd , that what 4ife- 
renceth any thing, conſtitutes it. And if a Church (of 
whatſoever denomination) be conſtituted zz its ſuperſtru- 
ure (though its foundation be good) of Hay and Stabble, 
of things that can belong to no Church, 4s a Church, it 
muſt ſome time or other ſuffer loſs. qu though the 
Builders be ſaved, it muſt be by a mofe penetrative, than 
an imagined, Purgatory: fire. 

4. Angels muſt have kind propenſions towards men, 
eſpecially good wen, in this World, knowing theſe are of 
the ſame Society and Church with them, though the Di. 
vine Wiſdom hath not judg'd it ſuitable to our preſes! ſtate 
of probation, there ſhould be an open, and common, inter 
courſe between them and us. *Tis however, a great in- 
congruity, we ſhould have ſtrange, uncouth, ſhy, fright- 
tul, or unfrequent thoughts of them, in the mean 
time. 


5, When 
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5. When we find any excellent Perſons in our World, 

attain far, and high towards the perfe&ion of the Hea- 

venly State, it ought to be a great encouragement to us, 
and 1s an obligation, to aſpire to ſome like pitch. We ſee, 
it is not an impoſible, or an unpratticable thing ; and ſhould 


diſdain to crawl, now, as Worms, when we are to ſoar 
as Angels. 

, 6. Ve ought hereupon to acknowledge and adore, the 
e 


Munificence, and Power of Divize Grace, that it ſhould de- 
, ſign the making of ſuch .2bje&s as we, fit to be aſſociated 
; with ſuch an Aſſembly, the innumerable company of Angels, 
ard the ſpirits of the juſt made perfett; and will not fail to 
ll it, if we comply with the apt methods, appointed 
, for that bleſſed purpoſe. 
k 7. When ſuch aſcend, and are taken up from us, that 
r God had eminently prepared for tranſlation, we ſhould | 
f take great care leſt we unduly regret it. That wedo not 
" B cnvy Heavenits own. To which they are more a-kin, than 
" BN to ow Earth, And which had a greater right in them 
than we could pretend]. 
" 5. We ſhould look upon Funeral Solemnities for ſuch, 
with more ay 4 than retroſpec?, and conſider them as 
direfting our Eye leſs downward to our own forſaken 
" | World, than upwards tothe Celeſtial Regions and Inhabi- 
tats, To ſuch, to aye, is to be bory. They dye only 
out of our mean World, and are born into a. moſt gforious 
one. Their Fuxcrals (ſhould be celebrations of their aſcent ; 
and an exulting Joy ſhould, therefore, i has cafe, not be 
quice banifht from Funeral Sorrows, but be allow'd to min- 
gleth-rewith, as Sun-beams glittering in a Cloud. When 
thegreateſt Perſon was leaving this world, that ever lived 
wit, Hefays, If you loved me, you-would rejoice that IT ſay, 
Izo to the Father. We ſhould bear our part iz the joys of 
G heaven, 
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heaven, upon this Occation, if we relate to it. And when 
we are told, there is joy there, among tlie Angels of God 
for the converſion of luch, who are thereby bur prepared 
to come totheir Aſſembly, we may conclude there is much 
more, for their glor: fication, when they. are fully come, 
and joined ro it. Funeral Solemnities are very dull, me- 
lancholy, ſhews, without ſuch references forwards, and 
upwards, Wurh how ditferent a temper of mind would 
two Perſons have been the SpeCtators of Jacob's Pune. 
ral, The one of whom ſhould have lookt no further 
than the Canaarites, or Feyptians did, who would only 
ſay ſome great Perſon is dead. But the other, by Di- 
vine Illumination is enabled to apprehend , This duff 
here mingles with zhe earth of this Land, to preſignity 
this People, of whom he was the Head, muſt poſſels 
it. Yea, moreover, here the Great God will fix his 


\ Reſidence and Throne. Upon ſuch a Mount ſhall be 


the Palace of the Supream King. . Here, after great 
Mutations. and Revolutions, and great DeſtruQtions , 
doth of the Egyprians and Canaanites, ſhall this Per 
ple have a long ſucceſſion of Princes and Rulers that 
ſhall be of themſelves. And all this but as repreſent- 
ing a Kzng and Kjngdom that ſhall rule, and ſpread 
over all the Earth, and reach up, at length into Hea- 
ven. Canaan {hall be an Holy Land. Unto Siow's 
Kjng (ſhall Tributary Princes bring their Gifts 
out of Egypt, and Ethiopia ſtretch out her hands; 
and all Nations ferve him. His Empire ſhall con- 
fine with the Univerſe, and all Power be given him, 
both in Heaven and Earth. With what a large and 
raiſed mind, would ſuch « One have beheld this Fune- 
ral ! What better Canaan than we now behold, we ſhall 
have iz» this world God knows! And we ſhould -- 
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the leſs ſolicitous to know intermediate things, when 
we are ſo fully aſcertain'd of the gloriows end of all 
things. And let us reflett upon the ſolemn Pomp of 
that late Mournful Aſſembly that lamented owr Queen's 
departure our of our world, comparing it with the trax{- 
rendent Magnificence of that Triumphant Aſſembly into 


which ſhe 1s received above. 
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liam Bates. D.D. 
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